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Geography

INTENT - to what do we aspire for our children?

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will
remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people,
resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human
processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of
the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.
Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s
features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.

Source: National Curriculum (updated Jan 2021)

At HPPS geography develops the school's 4 key drivers in the following ways:

Excellence
A HP geographer has

- excellent knowledge of places and what they are like
- excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and interconnected and how much physical
and human environments are interrelated
- an extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary
- the ability to reach clear conclusions and develop a reasoned argument to explain findings
Character

A HP geographer demonstrates
- apassion for and commitment to the subject and a real sense of curiosity to find out about the world and the people
who live there
- the ability to express well balanced opinions rooted in very good knowledge and understanding about current and
contemporary issues in society and the environment
Community
A HP geographer
- understands the cultural diversity of local and global geography
- understand that people around the world have different experiences and ways of life but that we have an impact on
each other
- will explore interconnections and their subsequent influences on people, places and characteristics
Equity
We believe that all children regardless of need will engage in a curriculum that will enable all pupils to become geographers
structured oracy opportunities
- knowledge notes to scaffold the key knowledge
- explicit teaching of new vocabulary and revisiting of previously learnt vocabulary

Aims of the Geography Curriculum

e develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both terrestrial and marine — including their
defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions
of processes

e understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are
interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time

e are competent in the geographical skills needed to:

e collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their
understanding of geographical processes
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e interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and
Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

e communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and
writing at length

o understand how physical and human geography contribute towards cultural diversity and uniqueness

e articulate their knowledge and understanding of geography and being a geographer

Long term sequence

It is our intention that pupils become a little more expert as they progress through the curriculum, accumulating and
connecting substantive and disciplinary geographical knowledge. Our curriculum follows the principles of instruction, is
guided by understanding how the memory works and cognitive load theory.

Our curriculum starts in EYFS and that is outlined below:
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Play and exploration experiences that support the foundational knowledge and skills for the subject.

Continuous provision play experiences | Core books that link to foundational Possible adult planned experiences Key vocabulary that might be
with provocations for geographical experiences and knowledge. and contexts for interactions that introduced and practised in
based thinking and talk. support thinking about the world interactions in play/activities.
around us.
o Small world animals (Africa/ Theme; How big is the world? ® Mapping treasure maps around | city/town/village
artic/farm/ rock pool) Nursery; the schoal. countryside/forest/moors
s Small world people different & Polar bear, polar bear. & \Weather watching. seaside/cliffs/coast/docks
cultures ® The big wide mouthed frog. ® Keyvisitseg toa road/lane/motorway
. ® Penguin’s don't wear sweaters. farm/seaside. farm/factory
®  Small world environments ® Rosie's walk. ® Looking at where we live and storm/rain/shower/cloudy/misty/foggy
s Small world transport play Reception; talking about features we see temperature/thermometer
®  Gaorages / mini-towns efc ®» Handa's Surprise on the way to school, (Shops, soil/earth/sand/day
® Road map mats = Somecne swallowed Stanley roads, parks, etc...) volcano
s Block play — building & How big is the world? ® Exploring the school grounds to
»  Role play resources — * Maughty Bus. look at features of the
" . environment.
different cultures ® Discussing where extended
*  Aolzplay Food family members live on a map,
®  Umbrellas/raincoats/wellies including our EAL families place
® Sharing focus pictures and of birth.
discussing what they have ® Exploring Christmas traditions
been up to outside of school - from around the world.
links to local geography. &  Features of cities, 'nar'!—rnla:ie Vs
i natural {Naughty Bus link)
e Large map of Headley Park in - - .
® Learning London is the capital
the small world area. city.
& Locating land and sea on maps.

‘Golden Thread’ Concept Mapping across the geography curriculum
The substantive concepts have been chosen inline with the school’s key drivers as outlined above.

Children learn abstract concepts learned through meaningful examples and repeated encounters in different contexts across
the curriculum. This explicit planning supports children to transfer their knowledge across the curriculum and use it to frame

future learning.
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Knowledge organisers are used for each unit. Summary of
the main reasons for use below:

Conveys the core knowledge in one place
A reference point for pupils and teachers
Used to support questioning and retrieval
Used in books to support participation
Highlights key vocabulary
Reduces split attention effect

Disciplinary knowledge: this is the use of knowledge as a geographer; the types of questions a geographer might ask
themselves as they explore the world. These are framed as questions in order to ensure personalisation to each unit of

learning but also to reflect disciplinary thinking.

Year 1 example

SUGGESTED DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE — THINKING AS A GEOGRAPHER

Scale and
Connection Physical and human | Environmentand |Culture and diversity
Place and Space (Relationship and geography sustainability (Uniqueness)
interdependence)

Use large and small
scale maps and
explain their
purpose.

Use a compass to
lecate cardinal
points.

How is this place
connected to other
places?

Motice and explain
the difference
between human and
physical features.

Why is this place like
it is?

Become familiar
with the locality
through maps and
fieldwork.

Identify and notice
how the
environment is
respected (or not).

What sustainable
features are
present?

Why are they there?

What is unigue
about this place?

Wha lives here?

Understand, respect

and tolerate beliefs

and ethnicity in the
locality.

Year 6 example
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SUGGESTED DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE - THINKING AS A GEOGRAFPHER

Place and Spaca

Scale and Connection
{Relationship and
interdependance)

Physical and human
geography

Environment and
sustainability

Culture and divarsity
(Uniqueness)

What are the similarities
and differences
between places that
have active earthquake
zones?

What do you notice
about the locations and
physical features of the

places that have fault
lines, mountains,

earthquakes or
volcanoes?

What's the difference in
the scale of erupticons,

What's the process of
volcanic eruption?
Why can't hurman

features withstand the
force of volcanic

eruption?

You could use La Palma

What impact do
earthguakes, mountain
farmation and

volcanoes have on the
environment?

How is the landscape
forged and shaped by

Why do people live in
the shadow of
volcanoes?

How do earthquakes
affect the way people

live their everyday lives?

Why do mountains

batween a fissure
volcano and
stratovolcano?

IMPLEMENTATION - how will we deliver the curriculum?

Linking curriculum and pedagogy

Our geography curriculum is taught across each year group in modules that enable pupils to study in depth key geographical
skills and vocabulary and demonstrate their understanding. Each module builds upon prior learning and these are strategically
planned throughout the academic year with opportunities to introduce and revisit key concepts in order to deepen pupil
understanding and embed learning. Low stakes quizzing to retrieve knowledge and remember more is used regularly.

as an example. physical processes? attract people to live

near or visit them?

Formative Assessment

Cumulative quizzing is used as a tool to deliver spaced retrieval practice. These are designed to test the understanding of the
taught content, lesson by lesson. Lesson by lesson questions enable teachers to know where strengths and misconceptions
appear before the end of the study. Other formative assessment strategies are used inline with the assessment policy.

Week 1 Week 2
PE Geography PE History
Music RE Music RE
Geography PE History PE
Art Art Art Art
Maths Geography Maths History
Week 4 Week 5
PE Geography PE History
Music RE Music RE
Geography PE Histary PE
DT DT DT DT
Maths Geography Maths History

Lesson design
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Connect  Explain Example Attempt  Apply  Challenge

Each lesson follows the model above.
- CONNECT to prior knowledge
- EXPLAIN new content i.e. vocabulary
- give an EXAMPLE of new learning
- Pupils ATTEMPT new learning with scaffolding i.e. knowledge notes and organisers
- APPLY new learning independently using success criteria
- Pupils are CHALLENGED to integrate learning with prior knowledge

Opportunities for thinking like a geographer are built into each lesson where appropriate

Reading across the curriculum: Our curriculum is supported with high quality and meaningful texts.

IMPACT - how do we know our curriculum is effective?

Pupil Voice
- use geographical vocabulary
- talk about geographical concepts and knowledge
- discuss ‘being a geographer’
- explain and justify the ‘why’ behind the work
- explain how learning builds on previous knowledge
- articulate their progress regardless of their starting point

High quality outcomes: book study
- demonstrates pride and effort
- captures increasing understanding of geographical concepts, knowledge and fieldwork & skills
- illustrates a clear sequence of learning
- exhibits taught vocabulary used correctly




